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Impacts on prosecutors' independence  

and the autonomy of the Attorney General’s Office of Guatemala 
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we work. It focuses on providing information on the impact on the independence of prosecutors 

and the autonomy of the Attorney General’s Office in Guatemala, as well as the impact that 

this has had on human rights, specifically on the guarantees of judicial independence established 

in Article 14 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, a binding international 

treaty ratified by Guatemala in 1992.  
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1. This report documents some of the main violations of the principles of prosecutorial 

independence and the autonomy of the Attorney General’s Office (Ministerio Público, MP) 

in Guatemala. The current Attorney General of the Republic, Consuelo Porras, was 

appointed to this position in May 2018, and was re-elected for a second term by President 

Alejandro Giammattei in May 2022.  

 

2. Prosecutors are justice operators, and therefore human rights defenders2 . They play a 

fundamental role in a democratic society, as they are guarantors of the rule of law3 and 

guarantee the right of access to justice, respect for the presumption of innocence and the 

guarantees of the right to a fair trial, within the framework of the criminal investigation4 . 

In addition, they ensure the defense of the rule of law and the human rights of citizens5 .   

 

3. In order to fulfil this role as guarantors, it is necessary for them to be able to exercise their 

functions independently and for the prosecutors' offices to enjoy institutional autonomy 

from the other branches of government, as well as from de facto powers. 

 

4. International law establishes the principle of the institutional autonomy of prosecutors' 

offices and the independence of prosecutors in the exercise of their functions6 , and the 

obligation of States to ensure that they can carry out their work without being subject to 

intimidation or attacks, including through sanctions or other types of harassment7 . 

International standards seek to guarantee this independence, through guidelines for their 

appointment, promotion, conditions of service, stability in office, and the objective system 

of transfers and rotations8 ; in addition to other considerations related to the protection of 

certain guarantees and rights such as security and physical integrity, freedom of expression, 

among others. 

 

5. At the domestic level, the autonomy of the MP is developed in Article 8 of the Guatemalan 

Code of Criminal Procedure, which establishes that the MP may carry out investigations 

and prosecutions with "full independence" and without interference from other authorities 

with respect to the way it conducts its investigations or prosecutes criminal cases9 . 

However, this autonomy has been violated in numerous ways, including: non-compliance 

with the normative framework that regulates selection processes, including for the attorney 

general, and disciplinary processes; the use of arbitrary transfers to punish independent 

prosecutors; the political co-optation of the MP and the use of criminal prosecution to 

criminalise justice operators and human rights defenders; and the obstruction of effective 

investigations to facilitate impunity in cases of corruption and serious human rights 

violations involving political and business elites. 

 

 

 

 

Failure to comply with constitutional, legal and regulatory standards governing the selection, 

promotion, sanctioning and removal of prosecutors. 
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6. Article 78 of the Organic Law of the Attorney General’s Office provides that appointments 

to positions in the Attorney General’s Office shall be made on the basis of "competitive 

examinations and merit"10 . Article 79 of the same law establishes the stages of the process 

for entry and promotion in the prosecutorial career, which includes written and oral tests 

of knowledge in addition to verification of requirements for the position and merit11 . 

Despite this, these processes have been conducted in an irregular manner, in violation of 

their own legal framework, culminating in appointments guided by the need to maintain 

and administer a system of impunity. 

 

7. On 16 April 2022, the MP announced a series of appointments and internal transfers, 

including the promotion of prosecutor Rafael Curruchiche to the position of Section 

Prosecutor for the Electoral Crimes Prosecutor's Office12 . He was promoted despite the 

fact that the previous year, in July 2020, the Training Unit (UNICAP) reported that he had 

not passed the exams of the selection course within the 2019-4 call, an internal call held 

between 2 and 15 July 2020 for prosecutors who wanted to apply for the positions of 

Section Prosecutor or Deputy Section Prosecutor13 . Subsequently, on 3 August 2021, 

Currichiche was appointed head of the Special Prosecutor's Office against Impunity 

(FECI), following the irregular dismissal of Juan Francisco Sandoval on 23 July 2021 and 

the temporary appointment of Carla Valenzuela.14  

 

8. Article 75 of the Organic Law of the Attorney General’s Office indicates that  

 
[Professional career shall be understood to be the system of selection, appointment, 

promotion, transfer, performance evaluation and disciplinary system for employees of the 

Attorney General’s Office, both prosecutors and technical and administrative personnel, 

which shall guarantee professional excellence in the exercise of their functions and equal 

opportunities for entry and promotion within the institution.... 

 

and provides that the positions of "regional prosecutors, district prosecutors, deputy district 

prosecutors, section prosecutors, deputy section prosecutors, prosecutorial agents and 

assistant prosecutors" are included within the prosecutorial career. In addition, Article 75 

specifies that everything related to careers in the MP shall be governed by the Organic Law 

of the Attorney General’s Office, and also in accordance with the Constitution and 

applicable international human rights instruments.15  

 

9. For its part, Article 60 of the Organic Law of the Public Prosecution Service regulates the 

disciplinary regime of the prosecutorial career, and establishes that "[n]o one may be 

punished or deprived of his or her rights without having been summoned, heard, and heard 

in the disciplinary system of the professional career.16 Likewise, Article 14 of the 

Collective Agreement on Working Conditions between the Attorney General’s Office and 

the Union of Workers of the Attorney General’s Office establishes the guarantee of job 

stability for its workers, unless there is just cause for dismissal established by law and the 

corresponding disciplinary process has been followed.17  This pact also establishes the right 

of MP workers dismissed without just cause to request their reinstatement through the 

courts, and in the event that a court order for their reinstatement is granted, "they shall be 
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reinstated immediately in the same position and conditions in which they were at the time 

of their dismissal or in a position similar to the one they held."18 Article 63 of the same 

Law, which regulates misconduct and the type of sanction corresponding to each, 

establishes that dismissal may be applied only in cases of "very serious misconduct", which 

may also be sanctioned with suspension without pay for a period of 21-90 days.19  

However, several decisions regarding disciplinary proceedings and sanctions, including 

removal, of MP staff by the Attorney General's Office have transgressed these legal norms 

and violated constitutional and international standards on due process and workers' rights, 

and are being used to obstruct the work of prosecutors, especially those charged with 

investigating cases of corruption and serious human rights violations, in retaliation for their 

work. 

 

10. Thus, on 23 July 2021, the former director of the Special Prosecutor's Office against 

Impunity (FECI), Juan Francisco Sandoval, was arbitrarily and illegally removed from his 

post after more than 10 years of work in that office and three years as its director. Attorney 

General Porras cited as justification for Sandoval's removal "abuses and outrages" against 

the institutionality of the Attorney General’s Office and "humiliations" against him;20 

however, without offering any other reason to justify his removal, she applied the most 

serious disciplinary sanction, dismissal, without following any disciplinary procedure 

whatsoever. At the time of his dismissal, the FECI was investigating corruption cases 

involving high-level government authorities.21 

 

11. In removing prosecutor Sandoval, the disciplinary procedure regulated in articles 64 to 65 

octies of the Organic Law of the Attorney General’s Office22 was not followed. The 

sanction was not imposed by the Disciplinary Board, the prosecutor in question was not 

heard, was not allowed to offer evidence, was not granted the right to a hearing, was not 

investigated, the General Supervision of the Attorney General’s Office did not intervene, 

and was not given the opportunity to challenge the decision. The principle of legality, the 

right to defense, the principle of proportionality, and the enhanced job stability that 

prosecutor Sandoval enjoyed as an employee of the Attorney General’s Office were 

violated. 

 

12. Then, in June and July 2022, eight prosecutors and 11 MP workers were arbitrarily 

dismissed without due process.23 Among the prosecutors dismissed by the Attorney 

General were Hilda Pineda, Wendy Ordóñez, Sara Romero, Elka Huitz and Sara 

Sandoval,24 who had investigated significant cases of corruption and serious human rights 

violations. These dismissals were seen by the international community as measures to 

disrupt the continuity of investigations of great public interest in Guatemala. 

 

 

 

Irregular transfers of prosecutors for political reasons  
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13. Although the legal regulations in force in Guatemala until February 2022 established that 

transfers of MP staff could be made for reasons of convenience of the worker concerned, 

alteration of the worker's health, and danger to the physical or psychological integrity of 

the worker or their family,25 the attorney general's office has used transfers to stealthily 

punish prosecutors whose work makes government authorities and other powers that be 

uncomfortable, and to obstruct accountability processes involving them. A clear example 

is the transfer of the then head of the Human Rights Prosecutor's Office, Hilda Pineda, who 

on 11 October 2021 (before being removed as prosecutor in June 2022), was irregularly 

transferred to the Office of the Prosecutor for Crimes against Foreign Tourists by order of 

the attorney general.26 Prior to her transfer, she had been criticised by the president of the 

Foundation Against Terrorism for her work on emblematic cases of serious human rights 

violations involving members of the armed forces.27   

 

14. Pineda served as a prosecutor in the special cases section of the armed conflict, where she 

participated in and then led large-scale investigations against former military officers 

accused of crimes against humanity, including the genocide trial against former head of 

state Efraín Ríos Montt,28 the trial against two military officers for sexual violence against 

women and girls in the Sepur Zarco case,29 and the case of mass forced disappearance 

known as the CREOMPAZ case.30  She headed that section between 2013 and 2016, and 

in 2016 was elevated to head the Human Rights Prosecutor's Office. In 2012, the Inter-

American Court of Human Rights determined the responsibility of the State of Guatemala 

in the Diario Militar case and ordered the investigation, prosecution and punishment of 

those responsible. After several years, the case was reactivated when the authorities 

arrested 11 former military and police officers in May 2021.31  Prosecutor Pineda's transfer 

that same year did not comply with the conditions established in the current regulations, as 

it was not carried out for one of the permitted reasons, and together with her subsequent 

dismissal seven months later - is part of a pattern of reprisals for her work, and in particular 

for the investigation she led in the Diario Militar case, case involving several retired high-

ranking military officers with links to current power structures,32 as well as an attempt to 

weaken the Human Rights Prosecutor's Office, which has played such a significant role in 

investigations of crimes against humanity committed during the internal armed conflict. 

 

15. On 23 February 2022, the MP was notified of the new Collective Agreement on Working 

Conditions negotiated and signed between the MP and the Attorney General’s Office 

Workers' Union;33 notably, the new regulation is silent on the conditions justifying MP 

staff transfers.  

 

16. Other emblematic examples of politically motivated transfers include the transfers of anti-

corruption prosecutors Stuardo Campo and Eduardo Pantaleón, who had made progress in 

investigations related to acts of corruption involving the current Guatemalan government.34 

Similarly, the dismantling of the FECI occurred in the midst of a series of transfers, whose 

justification and motivation did not meet the criteria set out in the regulations. In this way, 

the transfers - and the threat of being transferred - for political reasons have undermined 

the capacity of prosecutors to carry out their investigative functions independently, and 
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have led to a deterioration in the capacity of the specialised units to investigate cases of 

great public interest, such as corruption and serious human rights violations. 

 

 

Responsibility of the Attorney General’s Office in the criminalisation of independent justice 

operators and civil society  

 

17. In recent years the MP has become a tool of criminalisation of justice operators, particularly 

those fighting against corruption and impunity (for more information on criminalisation of 

justice operators, see the report cited in the note),35 as well as civil society actors 

demanding accountability of the prosecution. 

 

18. In its last UPR, several States recommended that Guatemala strengthen protections for 

human rights defenders and increase support for the fight against corruption and impunity, 

in cooperation with the Commission against Impunity and Corruption in Guatemala 

(CICIG),36 whose mandate was not renewed in 2019 by former President Jimmy Morales, 

forcing its closure. However, the MP has promoted spurious legal actions, to intimidate 

and persecute these defenders.37 

 

19. Thus, parallel to the development of the selection process for attorney general for the period 

2018-2022, in which Prosecutor Porras participated seeking to be re-elected, the MP began 

the persecution and harassment against the team of prosecutors and investigators that 

constituted its emblem for at least 6 years (2015-2021), which has since intensified:38  

during Porras' first term 24 justice operators - 15 in the MP - have had to go into exile.  

 

20. Former FECI prosecutors Siomara Sosa, Rudy Herrera, Amy Girón, Juan Francisco 

Sandoval and former CICIG official Leily Santizo have been criminalized for, among other 

reasons, their investigation into the Odebrecht case involving Guatemalan politicians and 

businessmen. Far from deepening the investigation, the MP focused its efforts on 

persecuting the investigators and protecting those involved in the bribery and money 

laundering operation. 

 

21. Another emblematic example of this pattern of persecution is the case of Quetzaltenango's 

anti-corruption prosecutor, Virginia Laparra.39 In October 2018, Laparra filed complaints 

against Judge Lesther Castellanos, alleging that he had committed serious misconduct in 

the handling of one of the cases he was in charge of. The complaints were declared 

inadmissible, but the judge denounced Laparra for violating her independence. She is 

currently under criminal proceedings for the crime of abuse of authority for having made 

this denunciation of judicial corruption, and has been in preventive detention for more than 

five months, in a case without evidence and in conditions incompatible with dignity that 

have been strongly criticized by the international community.40  

 

22. In addition to the above, the Attorney General’s Office also systematically violates the 

rights of the defence of the accused in these cases. Those who are being prosecuted today 
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face these trials almost alone, based on scant information to prove the "investigated" facts, 

and with an evident and biased manipulation of evidence.41 

 

23. These violations of the right to a fair trial include: 1) Unjustified reservation of the file, in 

whole or in part, which affects the possibility of an adequate defence, despite the fact that, 

on the other hand, the leakage of information to the so-called netcenters, which announce 

actions against justice operators in advance, which are later confirmed in reality, is not 

investigated; 2) Creation of legal proceedings against the defence lawyers of justice 

operators, which has caused lawyers to fear taking on this technical defence, which has 

been carried out by former CICIG officials, with the same fear of being criminalised; 3) 

Unjustified delays in the holding of first statement hearings, which unjustifiably extends 

the time of detention without defining the legal situation of the detainees. These 

suspensions have not been due to requests from the defense, but to maneuvers by the judges 

themselves, who argue conflicts of agenda that are later proven not to have existed.42   

 

24. Civil society, human rights defenders and journalists also suffer attacks and threats from 

the MP. One example is the case of independent journalist Juan Bautista Xol, who was 

detained in his home on 26 October 2021, while 29 police officers, together with the 

military and the MP, raided it43 just a few kilometres from a mine with strong links to the 

authorities and security forces in the community of El Estor.44 This repression is 

understood to be an act of intimidation and censorship of Bautista Xol's work. As a 

journalist he has reported extensively on this community where mining exploitation has 

generated an environmental disaster and the mine has been the object of strong community 

resistance, resistance that the mining company has tried to repress.45   

 

 

Responsibility of the Attorney General’s Office in obstructing effective investigations in 

cases of corruption and serious human rights violations 

 

25. In addition to undermining investigations through transfers, dismissals and criminalisation 

of anti-corruption justice operators, after the departure of CICIG, when most cases of grand 

corruption were left in the hands of the FECI, the attorney general began to curtail the 

autonomy of FECI prosecutors, deciding, for example, that every FECI request to the 

courts to investigate a case would have to be authorised by her in advance.46  

 

26. The attorney general has also intervened to obstruct the investigation and progress of 

specific corruption cases. One of these cases is known as the UNE Illicit Financing Case, 

related to electoral financing of the UNE political party, a case involving Sandra Torres, 

former first lady and former presidential candidate.47 On October 11, 2018, former FECI 

prosecutors and CICIG agents presented evidence to the attorney general that a criminal 

group sought to appropriate funds from the 2015 election campaign without them being 

reported to the Supreme Electoral Tribunal, avoiding legal controls and exceeding the 

allowed amounts. Attorney General Consuelo Porras and her secretary for criminal policy 

Julio Cordón, in a coordinated manner, obstructed the prosecution of this case: she 
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repeatedly refused to review the financial report, submitted to her by FECI prosecutors, 

which implicated numerous powerful actors in Guatemala. She also delayed the indictment, 

to allow Torres to be credentialed as a presidential candidate, acquire immunity and 

participate in the presidential elections in 2019.48 Then, former FECI prosecutor Andrei 

González, now in exile, denounced Porras and Cordón for the crimes of abuse of authority, 

denial of justice and obstruction of justice.49 

 

27. Another case that exemplifies the obstruction of investigations to protect powerful interests 

and state authorities is known as the Subordination of Powers Case (Tigo), which involves 

the telephone company Tigo for allegedly having bought the support of congressional 

deputies for the approval of the "Tigo Law" in 2014, through bimonthly payments of 

50,000 quetzals per deputy.50 

 

28. As prosecutor Sandoval, the former head of the FECI, noted on his departure after being 

dismissed,  
 

[When prosecutor Luis Omar Mejía was preparing to make the case operational...the 

attorney general informed him that for "legal certainty," it was necessary to wait for the 

resolution of an appeal for reconsideration. When he was informed that the appeal had been 

resolved, coincidentally, with unusual immediacy, the Second Chamber of the Court of 

Appeals of the Criminal Branch [on March 1, 2019], took cognizance of and resolved a 

recusal, in which the same Chamber stated that the cause had not been proven, but for 

procedural sanity it was necessary to proceed to forward the case file to the Tenth Judiciary 

of the First Criminal Instance.. 51 

 

29. The decision of the attorney general's office to 'wait for an appeal to be resolved', caused 

the file to be transferred to the office of Judge Víctor Cruz (Tenth Judge of First Criminal 

Instance), a judge known in Guatemala for issuing favorable resolutions with those 

involved in corruption cases and who also endorsed the arrest warrant against former 

Attorney General Thelma Aldana52 (who is now also among the justice operators in exile). 

In November 2019, Cruz quashed all evidence supporting this case.53 All of these favoring 

actions were made possible by the action of Consuelo Porras in stopping the operation of 

the case.  

 

30. Finally, in addition to obstructing cases of grand corruption, the MP has impeded progress 

in cases of human rights violations committed during the internal conflict. Although the 

MP should play a fundamental role in the investigation, criminal prosecution, and 

punishment of those responsible for these serious acts, through the aforementioned 

transfers and dismissals of members of the Human Rights Prosecutor's Office, the MP has 

sought to weaken the capacity and morale of the prosecutors working in that unit. In 

addition, it has failed to provide adequate protection for these prosecutors in the face of the 

surveillance, intimidation and other threats they have faced. 

 

31. As a whole, the actions of the attorney general and the MP demonstrate a systematic and 

coordinated effort to prevent cases of great social impact from moving forward, such as 
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those of corruption and serious human rights violations committed in the context of the 

internal conflict, which implicate high-level authorities and other powerful actors.  

 

 

Disproportionate increase in cases dismissed for the appearance of prosecutorial efficiency  

 

32. Another troubling trend is the use of "case dismissal" by the MP. Through the use of this 

procedural solution, the MP not only avoids fulfilling its obligation to carry out effective 

investigations, but also manipulates statistics to demonstrate a false efficacy in the 

resolution of cases. An analysis of the cases that entered the Attorney General’s Office in 

2020 showed that there were 308,947 cases. In March 2022, of these there were 286,506 

cases pending resolution and 22,441 cases resolved.54 However, when analyzing these 

figures, it is evident how overvalued "dismissal" is, as it is shown as the main referent for 

the solution of cases.55 

 

33. In Guatemala's domestic legal framework, there are various mechanisms for responding to 

potential cases, such as opportunity criteria, conditional suspension of criminal 

prosecution, common procedure, abbreviated procedure, among others. However, in most 

cases the procedural solution used by the Attorney General’s Office is to dismiss the cases, 

thus closing them, without prioritizing the interests of the victim and without exhausting 

the investigation. Therefore, in no way is this an indicator that demonstrates the 

effectiveness of the Attorney General’s Office as an investigative body.56 

Non-compliance with legal standards and undermining of the independence and 

impartiality of the process for the selection and appointment of the Prosecutor General 

 

34. Finally, the selection process for the Attorney General, which ended in May 2022, did not 

comply with the established regulations, affecting the independence and impartiality of the 

process and therefore the autonomy of the MP. 

 

35. In accordance with the applicable constitutional norms, the Attorney General of the 

Republic, 

 
[must be a lawyer and have the same qualifications as the justices of the Supreme Court 

of Justice and shall be appointed by the President of the Republic from a list of six 

candidates proposed by a nominating commission....57 

 

36. According to the call issued by the Nominating Commission in February 2022, one of the 

requirements to be a candidate for the post of attorney general is the absence of human 

rights sanctions.58 However, in the selection process for the attorney general that ended in 

May 2022, the Commission did not take into account the fact that Consuelo Porras had had 

such a sanction since 2004.59  
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37. In addition to the PDH's decision, two subsequent rulings by the Constitutional Court (CC) 

at the request of representatives of the Foundation Against Terrorism (FCT) directly 

affected the attorney general selection process. The FCT is a right-wing NGO that 

supported Porras' re-election and, during his first term as attorney general, had filed several 

legal actions against prosecutors, judges and other anti-corruption officials, as well as 

indicating that it had knowledge of MP decisions before they were made public through 

official channels.60  

 

38. The first ruling of the CC mentioned above excluded the nomination of judges as 

candidates for attorney general.61 Guatemalan constitutional law establishes that, among 

other requirements, to run for attorney general, candidates must have practiced law for a 

minimum period of 10 years.62 However, the Court's decision on February 17, 2022 

subverted constitutional norms by determining that working as a judge or magistrate did 

not count as time spent practicing law, even though it is obvious that being a member of 

the judiciary implies working as a lawyer. This determination had the effect of preventing 

the participation of judges and magistrates in the competition for candidates for attorney 

general. 

 

39. The second ruling of the CC mentioned above forced the inclusion of Porras in the final 

list sent by the Postulation Commission to the President of the Republic, Alejandro 

Giammattei, for having obtained the highest score in the evaluation carried out by the 

Commission.63 In this way, the Court's ruling not only directly favoured Porras' candidacy, 

but also encroached on the Postulation Commission's ability to make decisions on 

candidates for attorney general autonomously.  

 

40. In addition to the petitions to the CC mentioned above, several actions taken by the 

Foundation against Terrorism to influence and undermine the independence of the selection 

process of the attorney general include a criminal complaint made on February 1, 2022 

against a then member of the Nominating Commission, David Gaitán, dean of the law 

school of Da Vinci University, accusing him of the crime of "abuse of authority."64  By 

that crime they referred to the fact that Gaitán did not have a master's degree, a requirement 

to be a dean according to internal university regulations, although the requirement had been 

suspended by the law school in that case. By that crime they referred to the fact that Gaitán 

did not have a master's degree, a requirement to be dean according to internal university 

regulations, although the requirement had been suspended by the law school in that case.65 

During his tenure as a member of the nominating committee, Gaitán had led efforts to 

conduct comprehensive background checks on each applicant for the post of attorney 

general.66  Just one day after the complaint by the Foundation Against Terrorism, the MP 

acted to request information from the law school about Gaitán's appointment as dean, and 

the next day, on February 3, Gaitán resigned his position on the nominating commission; 

with his departure, the comprehensive evaluation of candidates for attorney general 

ceased.67  
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Recommendations 

 

We request that, in order to comply with its domestic legal, constitutional, and international 

obligations related to the principle of autonomy of prosecutors and prosecutor's offices - an 

essential element for the guarantees of judicial independence and, therefore, the rule of law - the 

Guatemalan State should adopt the following recommendations. 

 

41. Adopt the necessary measures to ensure that prosecutors can carry out their work 

independently and objectively, without interference or external pressure from other public 

authorities or external actors, especially those investigating cases of high public interest or 

that may affect powerful interests. 

 

42. Strengthen the prosecutorial career, including but not limited to guaranteeing prosecutors 

stability of tenure, adequate conditions of service, and the rights derived from due process 

in the area of disciplinary responsibility.  

 

43. Immediately and effectively investigate and prosecute attacks and threats against justice 

operators and human rights defenders in order to identify their causes and punish those 

responsible. 

 

44. Guarantee an adequate process for promotion and appointment within the prosecutorial 

career, respectful of international standards. This means carrying out transparent, 

meritocratic processes, open to public scrutiny, to ensure that those selected have the 

appropriate qualifications.  

 

45. Ensure compliance with the disciplinary rules and procedures established to apply the 

sanction of removal of prosecutors, ensuring that removal for political reasons is avoided.   

 

46. Allow for independent review of arbitrary and unlawful transfers and dismissals, and 

reinstate prosecutors who have been transferred or dismissed in an irregular manner.  

 

47. Provide human rights institutions, including special prosecutors' offices and the Human 

Rights Ombudsman's Office (PDH), with the necessary resources for effective 

investigation of human rights violations and compliance with victims' rights. The Internal 

Armed Conflict Special Cases Section should be provided with sufficient resources to carry 

out its investigations, including exhumations and forensic investigations, fully and safely.  

 

48. Cease practices of persecution and intimidation against independent prosecutors and 

officials whose work is uncomfortable for government officials and other powerful actors. 

Politically motivated charges, arrest warrants, and other proceedings against current and 

former justice operators must be dropped and prosecutors illegally and unjustly detained 

must be released.  
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49. Establish autonomous and effective corruption investigation bodies. The institutional anti-

corruption apparatus should include a specialised prosecutor's office for the investigation 

and prosecution of corruption cases that is not subject to political interference, even if it 

comes from the attorney general herself. An independent international commission against 

corruption and impunity in the country should also be re-established. 
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